














MWD Water Sales and State Water Project Water Conditions -1990 to 2015 

Highlighting shows years in which annual runoff resulted in low SWP allocations, whether or not a drought was discussed 

MWDWater 
Calendar Sales (million Water Year Drought SWP 

Year acre-feet) Classification Discussed? Allocation Further Information/Source 

2011 1.65 wet (Sac) No 80%M&I " ... [DWR] today increased the 2011 State Water Project (SWP) 

wet (SJ) 80%Ag water allocation to 80 percent of contractors' requests, up 30 
percent from last year's final allocation. 

""This is very good news," said DWR Director Mark Cowin. 
"Near-record precipitation and water content in our mountain 
snowpack have given us a good supply year. We should not 
forget, however, that this state can slip back toward drought 
conditions any given year and conservation needs to be a lifelong 
habit."" 
Source: DWR; 2011, April; State Water Project Allocation 
Increased to 80 Percent; DWR Press Release 

2012 1.75 below normal No 65%M&I "[DWR] today estimated it will be able to deliver 65 percent of 

(Sac) 65%Ag requested [SWP] water this year. This is up from the 60 percent 

dry (SJ) delivery estimate--or allocation-announced on April 16. 

"Originally, DWR projected in November that it would be able 
to supply 60 percent of the slightly more than 4 million acre-feet 
ofSWP water requested, but a dry December, January and 
February dropped that figure to 50 percent. 

I "A wet March and above-average reservoir storage boosted the 
allocation back up to 60 percent in April, and today's increase to 
65 percent is due to April's wetter-than-usual weather. 

I• 
"A 65 percent allocation is not unusually low." 
Source; DWR; 2012, May 23; Wet April Boosts State Water 
Project Deliveries; DWR Press Release 

' 
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MWD Water Sales and State Water Project Water Conditions -1990 to 2015 

Highlighting shows years in which annual runoff resulted in low SWP allocations, whether or not a drought was discussed 

MWDWater 
Calendar Sales (million Water Year Drought SWP 

Year acre-feet) Classification Discussed? Allocation Further Information/Source 

2013 1.95 dry (Sac) No 35%M&I "Snow surveyors today reported that water content in 

critical (SJ) 35%Ag California's snowpack is only 17 percent of normal, meaning 
below average water supply this summer. 

"After a record dry January and February in much of the state, 
DWR currently projects it will only be able to deliver 35 percent 
of requested amounts from the State Water Project (SWP)." 

I * * * 
"In addition to the light snowpack and extended periods oflittle 
rainfall, pumping restrictions to protect Delta smelt and salmon 
are another reason for the low water delivery estimate." 

*** 
"Reservoir storage will meet much of the state's water demand 
this year, but successive dry years would create drought 
conditions in some areas." 
Source; DWR; 2013, May 2; Season 's Final Snow Survev Shows 
D[J!. Conditions; DWR Press Release 
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Highlighting shows years in which annual runoff resulted in low SWP allocations, whether or not a drought was discussed 

MWDWater 
Calendar Sales (million Water Year 

Year acre-feet) Classification 

2014 2.02 critical (Sac) 
critical (SJ) 

2015 1.73 critical (Sac) 
critical (SJ) 

I 

I 

Sac = Sacramento River System 
SJ =San Joaquin River System 

Drought 
Discussed? 

Yes 

Yes 

SWP 
Allocation Further Information/Source 

5%M&I Governor Brown Declares Drought State of Emergency, 

5%Ag January 17,2014 
Source: https:/lwww.gov. ca.govlnews.php?id= 18368 

"The 2014 Initial Allocation made on 11/19/13 was 5%, but was 
later reduced to Zero on I /31/14 when hydrologic conditions 
turned historically dry. Although this increase from Zero back to 
5% will provide much needed relief in meeting critical water 
needs in 2014, it remains the lowest overall allocation in SWP 
history. DWR is taking prudent steps in preparing for continued 
drought conditions should they persist into 2015." 
Source: DWR; 2014, Apri/18; 2014; State Water Project 
Allocation Increase bdclvto 5 Percent; Notice to State Water 
Project Contractors; 
http://www. water. ca.govlswpaol docs/notices/ 14-07.pdf 

20%M&I "Adding to water managers' concerns during the drought is 

20%Ag California's record-low snowpack, which will contribute little 
runoff into reservoirs as it melts. Storage in all of California's 
major reservoirs currently is far below historical averages for late 
May. Shasta Lake, the state's largest, is at 62 percent ofthat 
average, Lake Oroville is at 53 percent and New Melones now 
holds 30 percent of its late May average." 
Source: DWR; 2015, May 29; Emergency Drought Barrier 
Nears Completion; DWR Press Release; 
http://www. water. ca.gov/news/newsreleases/20 15/052915.pdf 

MWD water sales between 1990 and 2015 ranged from 1.37 to 2.57 million acre-feet. 
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